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mond fields. Through his energy and persist-
ence the various conflicting interests were
bought out and in 1888 the industry became
the property of the De Beers Consolidated
Mines. This company practically ruled the
diamond fields, and Rhodes ruled the com-
pany. But his ambition was ever stretching
forward to further extension of the British Em-
pire; he persuaded the directors of De Beers
to provide funds for a pioneer movement to
the north, where a settlement was made by the
British South African Company and received
the name of Rhodesia.
Meanwhile prospectors had been spreading
all over the country, and in 1886 the gold reef
at Johannesburg was discovered. This of
course gave rise to another influx of Jews and
Gentiles who called themselves British sub-
jects. The Transvaal Republic had been on
the verge of bankruptcy and consequently the
" Uitlanders " who brought money with them
were at first received with some favour.
Fanners could sell plots of barren land at high
prices; by a system of monopolies the treasury
was refilled. But when the gold-seekers found
that they were paying practically all the taxes
and financing the country they began to de-
mand a share in the Government. This de-
mand was fiercely opposed by President
Kruger, and the result was a crop of grievances
which divided the country into two groups bit-
terly hostile to each other. On one side were
the Dutch burghers, spread out over the veldt,
jealous of their liberty and opposed to any
measure which would give the British Govern-